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Since the month of December was so busy
everyone | asked to let me feature them said
fimaybe lated Now, you are stuck heargnabout
me.

Ben, Amanda, Allyson and Lillyan
Hamilton. Plus 2 Labrador Retreivers (Tuff &
Tumble) and 4 cats.

Ben works at @neral Motors in Marioms a
Senior Project Engineer. He plans and oversees
equipment installations and major equipment
repairs. Ben attended Southern Wells High School
and GMI Engineering & Management Institute in
Flint, Ml. He graduated with honors amdas a
memberof the NationaEngineering Honor Society.
GMI had accelratated learning semesters coupled
with a Ceop semester. This required us to move
every 3 months from school in Flint, Ml to a
company (Dana Corpation in Auburn, IN) that
allowed him aquirdhands on training Ben worked
for Dana Corporatio until he graduated from
college and was hired at GM.

| also went to Southern Welld worked at
ITT Aerospaceas a project manager until we
decided to have a familyOnce westarted a family,
| wasa stay at home mom untlanuary 201ivhen
| becamethe secretary of Dillman Churchin my
spare time, lenjoy coachingVaristy Cheerleding
at Southern Welland teachingsirls of Grace

We grew up living 1 mile apart anstarted
dating whenl was in the 8 grade. Well, you
woul dndét Decgusefivevere tbonygug.
When | turned about 15my dad allowed some
dating but hisrule was that had to be home before
the sun set Not before darkbut before the sun set.
Do you know how early the sun satsthe winter?
As a parent feel he was brillantput as a teenager
he was totally unfair.

Ben proposed to mgust after Iturned 16
yeas old at Don Halls Restaurant.We were

married on June 12, 199&t Blackford Baptist
Temple, six days aftergraduatedrom high school.
We worked our way through college, purchased a
house and then God decided to surprise us with
having a child

Allyson was born on Marc
17, 1998 (St. Patricks Day)t was
interesting how hebirth statistics %
came out. She was born on the @ "
17", weighed 7#70z.,was born at <
7:17 p.m, and her first and middle | -
namehave? letters each.No, she
w a st n 6lloh@ tat would have
justbeenweird. Ha Ha Al | y sfo
passion ever since she was about 4
yeas old has beemanimabk. She plans to attend
Purdue Universityo obtain a Doctorates Degree in
Veternary Medicine and specialize in Pathology.
This will take approxnately 89 years. She was
one of50 students selected out of sevdrahdred
applicants from all over the United States to attend
a Vet Camp at Purdudast summer. At camp, she
would textpictures ofdisectedanimals and was so
intrigued that it led heto want to specialize in
pathology Allyson LOVES school and has always
beena straight Astudent Allyson skippedthe @
grade and is currently a freshman at the age of 13
She ison the Varsity Cheerleading Squand takes
gymnastics at Tumble .X

Lillyan was born on June
8", 2001. When she was little s
loved to clean. | t &osbadt she
used baby wipes for everything
mirrors, glass oven fronts, T\ks
screens, etcé
old enough toclean effectively
s h e wo nsbet gets the Viisg®
Clutter Award at ourhouse or the
infamous title of Hurricae Lilly.
Lillyan also has had a skin
sensitivity issuesince birth Everything & either to
scrdachy, too tight, or too soft. Unfortunately she
got that issue from meandmy parents saidii t 0 s
finally reap what you sow tinte Lillyan loves to
craft, and is really talentedt usingmy sewing
machine to create purses, doll clothes and clothes
for her pets without any patter(The pets just love
it too!) Lillyan loves to sing and has a beidwil
voice He desire is to be a singer/actresShe is
starting guitar lessons after Christmas, ahtdave
been teaching her to play the piano off and on.
Lillyan is in the %" grade. She is always on the




honor roll, but HATES school. Lillyan likes to
tumble and cheer too.

Both of thegirls love animals of all kinds
dogs, cats, frogs, snhakes,
et c & The fun part of
springtime is collecting as
many toas asyou can find.
One year wehad over 75
toads cokcted in a large
ISIRIARIRANEE trash can.However catching
frogs from the pond is anuch more difficult
challenge They would beg their dad to drive them
aroundthe pondon the 4wheeler so that the motor
noise would make the frogs freeze in place, and
would muffle the sneakingp noise. They caught
sonme humagous bull frogsthat way Once the
girls usal the 4wheelerwithout Dad. As you can
i magine it diTdegehded upn the o
middle of the pond.What a sight to se&vo girls
swimming to the edge of the poridlly clothed,
wearing helmetsandoutin the middleof the pond
4 little tires foating. It was quite a chore faneto
lug that 4wheelerout all by myself because Ben
was still at work | am sure God was having a good
laugh that day.

We take a vacationevery other year in
Flordia for a weekwhere we live it up at
Disneyworldand surrounding theme parkBor the
past 4 yearsBen and lhave went to Hawaion the
off year Wewould love to move

to Hawaii when weretire. Ben =

also decided to purchase ski =

boa this fall for next summer. €

Hopdully this will create more A\
 ——

family memories.
Ben and lwere raised in an Independent

Baptist Church in Haford City. | was savedavhen

| was 8 years old at &hester Center Church

Revival Ben was saved when heas in high

school at Blackford Baptist Terlgp We

at Blackford Baptist Temple. Ben and I
becamanembers of Dillman Church few
yeas ago. Ben has been askéd serve
on the Administrative Board for
2012as a member #rge !
Allyson and Lillyan
asked Jesus into their hearts™
when they were very young.
Allyson and lillyan were baptized on Juné4,
20009, at
campout

Shi delidsrod &racep o0 o |

| asked Jesus into my heart when | was 8
years old, but recommét my life several mes
since. | never get tired délling others about my
Savior and how they need Him even when they
t hi nk t hAbout 6glears @gb] was having
dreams about aew youthprogram for girls | kept
pushing it aside anelling Gad that | could not lead
a group, but He didnoét g
months of conviction, | went to Rosalie Couch (my
ladies ministry mentor) and told her about what God
was laying on my heart. The rest is history.
Honestly, | have no idea what | am doing with
Girls of Graceéitds a
control. | would just like to tell otheréwWhen you
think there is no way yowould do what God is
askingyou toé just remembeyou are not doing it,
you are lettingGd do it t Remembgrh
Y o tho Kdeping ouii eyes on Jesubecause
when we take our eyes off Jesus, we lsink

go

after a G



L \ Well, it is that time of the year again; time to wish each and every one a Happy
SameO,SameOD, not hing ever changes exXxc_
hope for better anymor e, New Year

/ know, and as | look back it seems that | approached the first day of
' each New Year with a lot of anticipation that this mightle best
‘ wwyem'. year ever. What disappointment as | looked back at the end of each of
A those years and discovered that
g been just another year, filled with pain and disappointment. It is
From the Pastol ridiculous to get so excited abautlay as though one day was

different from others. It is the nature of life that each day is the same
as the last or worse. There is nothing new or exciting under the sun.

Did any of that sound familiar, eapastiyouknBvwticobeaeanllya s t
arendét my feelings. 't is true that | dondét expe
place. Additionally, I have no expectation that peace will come to this world (except as Jesus brings it to
individuals). And | am positive that government leaders (though | try hard to respect them) will not solve the
debt problem, or any of the other significant problems faced by our nation or the nations of the world. Howeve
| do look forward to a great meyear and | hope and pray that you are too. There will be a lot of sameness in
the year that is ahead; however, we each have the possibility of becoming more of what God desires to make
us. That is exciting. As a church, we will enter another phatbeildea of a building intended to widen our
possibilities as a church. We will begin early in the year working our way toward February 26 when as a chur:
we will bring an initial cash offering for the new building. If everyone looks openly at the fiderificially
giving an offering worthy of Jesus instead of wh
downturno, we will astound each other and the co
OUR FAITH, instead of quietly whpering that we believe in God. We have the opportunity to have a building
that will open fresh ministry opportunities to this community; and we can have it before the end of the year. B
that will happen only if each person, each family decides to nhékea tyear to remember; a year in which
individuals allow the Father in heaven to make them more like the person He wants them to be; a year in whi
Gododos will i s sought instead of some ot herfattwi | | ;
expressed in word (James 2:18).

A building is just a small part of what is ahead in 2012. We each have people who the Father will place in our
path in this year. They will be people who are experiencing their great need for Jesus, and He waljensou

to help them find the solution to their need. Some of us will find ourselves in the midst of troubles that will tes
our inner fabric to see if it will tear or remain intact. Our faith in Jesus and our relationships with each other w
encouragehte fabric or the lack will let it tear into pieces. 2012 will be a year of spiritual growth or spiritual
stuntedness; it will be a year of triumph orlinam; it will be a year for which to be thankful or a year to forget.

| can imagine and willprayforme gains in our childrenés programs.
we get. There is no end to the possibilities for a legacy of faithfulness to God when it comes to investing time
energy and money 1into our Kk igdatpotetibld fear domgsomethimgor n g
not doing something that diminishes the potential in even one child. Dillman has a reputation of being a churc
interested in kids. Thatés why so many, whgp atte
programs. 2012 is a year when we will have the incredible opportunity to unleash in the kingdom of God,
dynamos of spiritual potential equal to the impact of any spiritual giant whose name might come to mind: Kin
David, Billy Graham, Moses, Phillip Gftbein or Martin Boehm (check with me if those last two names are
unfamiliar to you). What we do in 2012 will determine the results.

| wish you a most, extremely Happy New Year filled with the joy of unleashed power in your life and in the
kingdom. Come on 2012, we are ready! Get out of

Dick



Chairperson, Debbie Swartz as Treasurer,

Paxson as Worship & Music Commission
Chairperson, Matt Trickle as Property Commission
Chairperson, Cherry Story apiStual Commission

The Administrative Board met on
Monday, December12". The 2012
Administrative Board will beDick

B 7 Case as PastorJohn Jones as
72¢eBOARD Personnel Relations Commission
Chairperson, Brad Johnson as Finance Commission

Girls of Grace Dinner &
Programwill be on March 24",
2012,starting at 6:00 p.m. They
will be serving Salad,
Homemade Vegetable Soup,
RoIIs and [@ssert Donations will be accepted that
evening to help with food expenses.

Camp Cdubic Winter Fundraiser
\ Banquet will be January 212012 at
s ) 5:00 p.m. at PraisePointe U.B.
Church inWillshire, OH. Director
9. Dave Stephens saidiDue to an
- Ur overwhelming response from our
2MP friends, wewill be enjoying a
Winter Camp Binquet again this
yea. Last year around 275 folks enjoyed &air
meal and fun program. Theigpose of the banquet

Chairperson, Linda Wal t eis to raisesawadiéoasail the miistrynaind to raige
Commission Chairperson, Judy Mauger as Missions financial support. The meal will be free. This

Commission Chairperson, Emily Jones as Christian y ear 0 s

Education = Commission  Chairperson,

Schweikhardt as Lay Leader, and Tony Benefiel,
Ben Hanmilton and Stan Roush as Members at
Large. The next meeting of the Boawill be held
Anyone is

on Monday, January "9 at 7PM.
welcome to attend.

Rosalie Couch
Dillman Youth Programs
Dillman Admin.Board
Marriages and Families
Our Men & Women inthedLO LW D U\«
Army -Sam Bante& Zach Thompson
Marines-Joel McMillan, Cliff Roush Tiffany Lloyd
Justice& (Gregory Peiffe--front line in Afghanistar)
Air Force-Ben Schweikhardt,
Jared Stoffer, & Matt Sullivan
National Guard- Blake Banter
Government Leaders
Unspoken Requests

t heme wil |l be n A
Laneo as |ame forrfutuke anenpories for
many kids in the years to come. Since there will be

a banquet meal served, we need to know who will
be at e n d i Rlegse @ontact Caryn Johnson for
your reservation.

Living above the
weather

Have you ever boarded an airplane in a snowst

The sky is gray with heavy clouds. Snow is con

down hard, with no sign of letting ug?lows clear

the runway and unfamiliar machinery-mes the

wings. Passengers might consider it madness t
in such weather.

But the pilot knows the storm is earthbound. P
the clouds is glorious sunshine. The plane can
above the weather, if only it can get off the grot

When troubles overtake us like a storm, we m
wonder in the midst of the darkne$&iod still
cares or if he is even there at all. But if we belit

that God, like the sun, is unchanged in gooc
weather and in bad, we can ride it out. For stol
are earthbound, but we are not.
0 Kari Myers



